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AMENDMENT E 



Sir: 

This Amendment E is submitted in response to the final Office action dated September 
22, 2004 on or before the 3-montb spouse date of December 22, 2004. Applicants respectfully 
request reconsideration of tic above-referenced patent application in view of the following 

amendments and remarks- 

Please amend the above-identified application as follows. Amendments to the claims are 
requested as set forth below in the section entitled "Amendments to the Claims". Remarks 
relating to such amendments and responsive to the aforementioned Office action follow 
thereafter in the section entitled "Remarks". 
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Equivalents 

The amendments to the claims and the arguments presented in response to the Office 
action have been made to claim subject matter which the Applicants regard as their invention- By 
such amendments, the Applicants in no way intend to surrender any range of equivalents beyond 
that which is needed to patentably distinguish the claimed invention as a whole over the prior art. 
Applicants expressly reserve patent coverage to all such equivalents that may fall in the range 
between applicants literal claim recitations and those combinations that would have been obvious 
in view of die prior art 

CONCLUSION 

In view of the foregoing, Applicants believe all claims now pending in this Application 
are in condition for allowance. The issuance of a formal Notice of Allowance at an early date is 
respectfully requested. 

The Examiner is hereby authorized to charge the fees required in connection with this 
Amendment E to Deposit Account No. 50-0496, in accordance with the Transmittal submitted 
herewith. The Examiner is also authorized to debit any other fees required in connection with 
this application, ox to credit any overpayment of fees in connection with this application to 
Deposit Account No. 50-0496. 

Respectfully submitted, 



Date Submitted: 




Paul A. Stone 
Reg. No. 38,628 

Symyx Technologies, Inc. 
3100 Central Expressway 
Santa Clara, CA 95051 

(408)773-4027 
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